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CCNA Exploration 
The Cisco CCNA Exploration curriculum provides a 
comprehensive overview of networking; from 
fundamentals to advanced applications and services. 
It is based on a top-down approach to networking that 
is popular in many colleges and universities. 

This course emphasizes theoretical concepts and 
practical application, while providing opportunities for 
students to gain the skills and hands-on experience 
needed to design, install, operate, and maintain 
networks in small-to-medium businesses, as well as 
enterprise and service provider environments. 

CCNA Exploration offers in-depth theory, challenging 
labs, and a detailed overview of protocol operations. It 
is designed for students with advanced problem-
solving and analytical skills, such as degree 
candidates in engineering, math, or science, or for 
working professionals who would like to advance their 
careers or gain certification. 

CCNA Exploration was designed to be integrated into 
technology curricula or continuing education programs 
at postsecondary institutions such as technical 
schools, colleges, and universities. 

Cisco Networking Academy 
Educating the architects of the networked economy. 
The Cisco Networking Academy is an innovative 
education initiative that delivers information and 
communication technology skills to improve career 
and economic opportunities around the world. 

 
IT Essentials I  
IT Essentials I: PC Hardware and Software, sponsored 
by Hewlett-Packard Company, presents an in-depth 
exposure to computer hardware and operating 
systems. Students learn the functionality of hardware 
and software components as well as suggested best 
practices in maintenance, and safety issues. 

Through hands on activities and labs, students learn 
how to assemble and configure a computer, install 
operating systems and software, and troubleshoot 
hardware and software problems. 

In addition, an introduction to networking is included. 
This course helps students prepare for CompTIA's A+ 
certification.  

 
CCNA Discovery 
The Cisco CCNA Discovery curriculum provides 
foundational networking knowledge, practical 
experience, opportunities for career exploration, and 
soft-skills development to help students prepare for 
entry-level careers in IT and networking. 

The curriculum offers a hands-on approach to 
learning, and uses interactive tools and easy-to-follow 
labs to help students learn the general theory needed 
to build networks. 

CCNA Discovery is designed to be offered as an 
independent, standalone curriculum or combined with 
programs offered by secondary schools, technical 
schools, colleges, and universities. Students who enrol 
in CCNA Discovery are not expected to have any 
previous technical skills or knowledge, aside from 
basic PC skills. 

 
Qualifications 
CCNA 
CompTIA A+ certification 
NCEA Level 3 credits 
 
Further Educational Opportunities 
Christchurch Polytechnic Institute of Technology 
 Batchelor of Engineering Technology 
 Diploma in Computer Networking 
 Diploma in Electrotechnology 


